
Welcome to the Autism Classroom Resources Podcast, the podcast for special educators who
are looking for personal and professional development.

Christine Reeve: I'm your host, Dr. Christine Reeve. For more than 20 years, I've worn lots of
hats in special education but my real love is helping special educators like you. This podcast will
give you tips and ways to implement research-based practices in a practical way in your
classroom to make your job easier and more effective.

Welcome back to the Autism Classroom Resources Podcast. I'm Christine Reeve, and I'm your
host. I am so glad you're tuning in today when I'm talking about troubleshooting issues in
classroom design. In episode 89, I talked about the process of troubleshooting, what's working
and what's not working in your classroom. In today's episode, I'm going to talk about problems,
particularly behavioral issues that can be addressed by adding or changing visual supports in
the classroom, so let's get started.

Today's first behavioral issue is students who are wandering the room and not being where they
are supposed to be. Now, this might be a student who checks his schedule but doesn't end up
where he needs to be, or it might be a student who just wanders for the whole transition. Some
of this might be related to zoning issues of needing someone to assure that they're checking
their schedule, but it's also possible that they didn't know where they were supposed to go.
Before you start assigning people to supervise them, look around your room and make sure that
it's visually clear where they are supposed to be. Do you have a check-in or a docking station
that has matching visuals to their schedule so they know that is where the schedule tells them to
go? Do they know how to match pictures? If not, that is something that we need to teach. Are
the visual cues in the area such that when they get to the area, they know what to do? Are the
chairs set out at the table? Are materials on the table to engage with? If nothing is there to do,
the visual cues aren't telling them to stick around. We have to remember that visual cues are
more than pictures, they are everything that the student sees.

Now if you have a routine where the student gets his chair and brings it, do you have some way
to communicate that to him and does he know that that's the routine? If he doesn't know that,
we have to teach it to him. If he does, then we may have a different problem. You have to think
through all those kinds of issues. But if our cues aren't clear, then we're not getting what we
want across to him.

The next issue is students lining up at the door and touching and fighting each other at line. This
is the most magical of all interventions that I've ever seen. You put markers or pictures on the
floor to show them where to stand. I always forget to do this when I first set up the room. It's
always the last thing that I get around to and so it always falls by the wayside. On that first day,
the kids are always a mess standing in line or they're really not standing in line. I do it after that
first day and suddenly they stand on the markers with no issue. I put paper on the floor, and the
behavior problem is gone. Similarly, if you need students to space themselves out when sitting
on the carpet because they're touching each other and in each other's space, markers on the
floor can help. Also, if you want to prevent two students from sitting next to each other because
they get on each other's nerves, use names on their tables or their chairs and keep them apart
by assigning their seats.



Another problem I often see is students who are moving their chairs around to get too close to
the teacher in a group activity, or a student who's moving his chair away from the table during
work time, or moving it too close to up here and bothering or distracting that student. Now as I
noted last week, visual cues and room arrangement as preventive or antecedent strategies are
one step in stopping the problem. We still need to do an FBA and look for replacement
behaviors. But we also have to prioritize which behaviors to address first and this is a first step.

For this issue, consider putting tape on the floor around the student's chair. It could be a square
or just a partial square of masking tape and that helps him know where his chair needs to stay.
Amazingly, a lot of the time, it works. Later, you can fade it by simply pulling up the tape a little
piece at a time. Finally, what about students who are always touching the materials of the
students sitting next to them? That's a similar issue. You could use masking tape or duct tape to
make a boundary of his space on the table or use a placemat with his name on it and just have
him keep his material on that placemat or a cookie sheet with boundaries in that same way. The
great thing about visual cues is that they are pretty easy to implement. They don't automatically
solve problems and we do teach students what they mean but they do work more times than
not.

If you're looking for more support on troubleshooting problems like these, definitely come and
check us out at specialeducatoracademy.com where we have tons of community, resources,
and training support just for teachers like you. You can grab a transcript and links for this post at
autismclassroomresources.com/episode92. Thanks so much for listening. I hope that you'll
come back next week for another snack sized episode about visual cues that can address
common behavioral concerns. Until then, I'll just be sitting here thinking about a student I had
who would cover his eyes whenever we showed him a visual cue. It was kind of his version of
putting his fingers in his ears because he followed every visual cue that he saw.


